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s he an extraordinary genius or an ego-
maniacal, flash in the pan performer riding
the crest of a wave? After seeing his feature
film debur “*Purple Rain", and backtracking
through his metcoric rise I'm strongly
inclined to accept Prince as one of the
brightest new stars around.

In four vears he has gone from a mulvi-
album deal with WEA which included the
unique agreement that he could produce his
own music, to starring in a dramatic film
based loosely on some of his own experi-
ences.

Goback further and you discover he was
plaving 20 instruments by the age of 12. By
17 vears of age he had made his own demo
tape and took it to New York. He insisted
on producing his own records and because
of that was turned down by three companies.
A little over a year later Warners signed
him. Within two years his first album had
gone platinum. He has sold over 10 million
albums around the world. Not bad for 23.
But there is much more

Writers in such prestigious publications
as The New York Times, Newsweek, Los
Angeies Times and Playboy have all rushed
to make comparisons with Mick Jagger,
David Bowie, Bruce Springsteen, even Elvis.
Awesome comparisons by any vardsrick.

Do thev stand up? Itshard to judge at this
stage as Prince’s bodv of work is relatively
small. But. there is every sign that he may
reach and surpass at least two of these people
... Jagger and Springsteen. A brave early
assessment. | know, bur there are reasons.
Prince has got further in four years than
either of them . . . his grasp of music and
production techniques both in the studio
and for videos is arguably already better
than both these writer/performers.

The real indicator, so far. is this film.

And while there are a couple of predict-
able things in it, such as Prince playing a
rock singer, there are several pleasant sur-
prises. The firstis that he can act. He hasa
good feel for timing and the ability not
often found in successful musicians to under-
stand the mood of a scene and use subtle
changes of tone and inflection in his voice.

The second is the kind of character he has
chosen to play. Usually this sortof film is a
simple tale of either the struggling. likeable
kid trving to make it to the top or an even
simpler “let’s find a hall and puton a show.™

Prince's character The Kid, however
emerges as a smart aleck, ambitious young
man. He's troubled by his parent’s disastrous
relationshipand comes to the brink of ¢rush-

ing a relationship with a girl singer who
arrives in town as he alienates all around
him. §

It’s a courageous performer who is pre-
pared to allow an audience to dislike him for
half of a mavie, evenif youdo appreciate his
dynamic stage performance.

The film is set in the Minneapolis music
club milieu which spawned Prince and the
group that he has helped to success in the
last few vears. These groups The Time,
Apollonia 6. Dez Dickerson and Prince’s
own group The Revolution feature heavily
in “Purple Rain"".

Apollonia Kotero, the beauriful raven
haired singer from Apollonia 6, plays a
romantic lead, with Morris Day, leader of
The Time giving a comic performande as a
swaggering, big time club performer who's
not about to let The Kid take over his
mantle. @

The various conflicts Prince's character

~ becomes involved in (with the girl, Day's

character, his parents and eventually his
own colliding ego and ambition) give the
film its dramatic substance.

Making the film was a top secret opera-
tion, at Prince’s insistence. It continued the
reclusive life style which has not exactly
enamoured him to the American rock media.

From the opening right through to the
final club sequence. the film has a driving
power and Prince's magnetic screen appeal
working overtime forit. The eyes, the walk
and most certainly the streamlined, frenetic
and yet controlled stage performance, weld
together and obliterate any small faults.

It comes as no surprise, then, that Prince
has his eyes set on a new film project. And,
clearly wasting no time in wanting to develap
his quickly acquired knowledge of film craft,
he plans to direct the next one.

Albert Magnoli, at 30 a veteran film
maker who directed ““Purple Rain”, said of
Prince: “We had seen Prince's cinemaric
potential years ago and encouraged him in
that direction. To me Prince and The
Time's entire thing is visual. The microcosm
they've developed for themselves was a
movie begging to be made. There's music,
that means there's night, there'sbars, alleys:

A girl comes into town, to a club . . . she
sweeps out of a cab in black . .. There’s
Prince, he’s a dark figure . . ."" Magnolia,
directing a feature for the first time, has
succeeded in capturing those images.

Prince it seems certain is here for a long
reign.

JOHN HANRAHAN

SEPTEMBER '84



w:: get an awful lot of sweet and sour for $10.99
\

and we ain’t talking pork

Sweet and Sour L i :
on the ABC Record label 4 ;
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