


















































didn’t do the story, but prebably the larger per-
centage would say, ‘Oh, can you make sure
Jonathan Coleman comes out and does it?”

At the moment, Jonathan's prime interest
seems to lie in consolidating the footholds he's
already gained but, eventually, every young enter-
tainer's gaze turng across the Pacific to the land
of hamburgers, hat dogs and the American dream.

“I'd like to get some fecognition in America.
Not that | want ta sell out but it would be nice to
show that American comedy isn't the only
comedy in the world. Especially when you think
Monty Python's big there now and Benny Hill's
still big in America. There's got to be & situation
over there for a little rounded guy and his Fijian
compadre.”

The Fijian compadre (don’t expect fuzzy hair
and a sulu)is, of course, the almostindispensable
Dano (lan Rogersen). Jono and Dano have been
working together for years now, ever since they
were teamed up for a radio show on the ABC's
slightly off-beat offspring 2J.J.

“We're like Morecombe and Wise or Abbot
and Costello. We'll be working together for a
long time. Working with Dano takes a lot of the
pressure off me. If paople don't like something
it's not just me that gets the poch poured on
them.”

What sort.of things don't people like?

“I've annoyed people with some of the things
I've said on radin. This guy rang up the other night
and said he wanted to kill me — he was pretty
serious — bacause I'd given out the location of
booze bus. ['d just said that a bus had broken
down and that the police were in attendance and
not to worry, that there were plenty of blue lights
on top of the bus so you could see where it was.
Then this guy rang up and went berserk. It freaked
me out a hit.”

Strangely, the reason Jonathan Coleman
originally got into comedy was to avoid such
disturbing incidents as threats upon his life.

“All | want to do is get on with people. | just
can't handle aggro. That's the whole reason why
I got into making people laugh, | think. Because,
at school, | wanted to stay on the good side of the
bullies. You make them laugh so they're not
going to want to beat you up. | just want to keep
people happy so they'll say, ‘Hey, that Jonathan
Coleman, he's@ nice guy, we won'tkill him now.””

At 28, Jonathan Coleman has been making
people laugh for quite & while. Is it hard being
funny all the time? Does he think he'll ever run
out of funny things to say?

“I'm not funall the time — onlyin very import-

ant business meetings. | find it hard not to be
funny in business meetings and when there's a
lot of serious people around . . . but | think the
real world is funny. There are so many funy things
going on every day in the street. You've just got
to read the papers and watch the TV. There's so
much funny stuff that happens on TV that's
meant to be serious, like the commercials. One
motto I've got is, ‘there’s no such thing as bad
television.” 'm a real couch potato.”

There is a serious side to Jonathan Coleman,
though. He can be serious about his work and he
was very serious about the Franklin Dam project.
He tried to take a Wonder World camera crew to
Tasmania but, when he wasn't allowed, he took
some time off work, went alone and got arrested
like everyone else. Are there other things he's
serious about? If, for instance, he could be God
for a day, what would he do?

“Well, if | was God, I'd get rid of all the nuclear
stuff we've got today. I'd just erase it from
people’s minds and memories so they wouldn't
know how to do it anymore and wouldn't want to
fight with each other all the time. That would be
perfect. it's such a graat world and there are so
many good things happening. It's just such a
hassle that thare's all this garbage going onwith
people fighting all the time.”
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