












































Features their highly successful
Australian debut single
Send Me An Angel plus the equally

sensational follow-up single RGA
Openhearted. FeG WALPIGcs




Glory be! Aren't there a lot of British
records playing havoc with the
Australian charts at the moment,
dear readers. And judging by my first
few weeks in London there are going
to be quite a few more over the next
couple of months. It’s just gone
Autumn over here and a lot of bands
are either in the studio or preparing
to record their Christmas presents.
But first, let’s have some juicy
gossip.

Phonogram have celebrated
champagne-style with the signing of
MARYLIN, the boyfriend/girlfriend
of BOY GEORGE pictured in the

.
'

] Marilyn — are he and Boy George ';usrg;cod friends'?
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afternoon papers making an oh so
glamorous appearance at London's
Heathrow Airport.

And BARRY MANILOW, as if it
wasn't to be expected, stormed out
of a West German television studio
recording a charity program saying
he wouldn't work unless his
dressing-room was painted pink.
The mum's still love you, Barry.

After along silence GARY NUMAN
is charging around town trying to
generate some interest in his new
Mad Max album Warriors. He's
getting rather a mixed response frof
the local music mags.

FREEEZ, currently showing some
cool style in the Oz charts withA€
will have a new album on the Streef
any day now, produced by A

Bakerin New York. A
JUDAS PRIEST are hagttingiit up
Disneyland, not on any \-@
mind, but working on a neWsElBim at
Orlando Studios, DS and
DEXY'S MIDNIG
in the studio writi

ERS are
Prding

TR

after bopping in from theiworld
tour. And talking.ef DEX¥'S, did you
catch their appeara the PAUL
HOGAN SH certainly
took a s, dste by

convinc oyéto share an hour
with Rim: ’a bit of a local

héro ondomiwith his commercials
for Fosi@rs Lager.
‘ImthEsanie’series was DIRE

." TRAIES Who took time out from a

glifieeded holiday after their
hworld tour. They will release a live
album in January, put together from
nine of the countries on their tour.
But for the moment MARK
KNOPFLER is busy getting married
to a New York girl.

NICK HEYWARD formerly of
HAIRCUT 100, has a super-cool
single out called Blue Hat For A Blue
Day, but HAIRCUT 100 sans NICK
have countered with Prime Time as
the slagging match continues

between thedwo frighious factions.

C'mon di#y s apd make up.
And ha share of
headaches is NEW PRETENDERS'

dynde

QlhO

Dt only busy with a
by a European tour
or Christmas, but also
d-a-half month old

alie. Dad is Ray Davies
S and he's quickly

oW to change nappies.
Seems to be a little feud
brewifg between EURYTHMICS and
ELVISCOSTELLO, but all in the best
of fuip” EURYTHMICS new clip

IN0’s That Girl features Sophia
oren, Kiki Dee and other
ookalikes. Costello counters with
Everyday | Write The Book featuring
none other than CHARLES and DI.

Anyone wondering what
MALCOLM McLAREN AND HAYSI
FANTAYZEE were doing together at
ARTHUR's in Kings Cross will have
all explained with Haysi's new single
Sister Friction, sort of a reggae
scratch a la McLaren.

BOW WOW WOW are writing for a
New Year album produced by MIKE
CHAPMAN.

DIAMOND HEAD, the main metal
band in Britain at the moment, have
been touring with BLACK SABBATH
in Europe and are now in the States
with AC/DC.

If that's too heavy, how about
MUSICAL YOUTH, who seem to
have been befriended by MICHAEL
JACKSON and STEVIE WONDER.
Their new album will also feature
songs from BOY GEORGE and
DONNA SUMMER for this Chrissy
Special.

Le piece de resistance, folks, and
don't you wish you could have been
here. ERIC CLAPTON held two
charity concerts on September 20
and 21 with JIMMY PAGE, CHARLIE
WATTS, BILL WYMAN and JEFF
BECK, just to drop a few names. It
was for twenty years in the business. @
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This year has seen Ireland's U2 wage
War across the globe. Country after
country, town after town has fallen
beneath the spell of this tightly knit
four member band and their
powerful musical and lyrical
chemistry.

How fitting then that they should
crown the blazing success of their
War tours across Europe and the
USA with a top of the bill
performance at a gala summer
concertin Phoenix Park, Dublin
(their home town) before heading for
the studio to concoct their fourth
album.

U2 formed around drummer Larry
Mullen in the summer of 1978 while
allthe members were still at school.
The line-up remains as it was then —
The Edge (David Evans) on guitar,
Bono Vox (Paul Hewson) on vocals,
Adam Clayton, bass and Mullen on
drums. By the end of the following
year they were playing their first
London dates, including one at the
legendary Hope and Anchor,
birthplace of the British pub rock
boom of the seventies, which was
. attended by a mere nine people!

' The band made enough of an
impression to land a major recording
s contract however and their debut

. album, Boy, came out at the end of

i 1980 to unanimous critical acclaim.

- Solid touring in Britain, Europe and
the USA quickly built the band's
reputation for dynamic and exciting
live shows, a reputation sealed by
the words of praise from rock’s most

= exciting live performer himself,

. Bruce Springsteen.
: U2's second album, October,
 consolidated their high standing in
. therock world, but it was this year's  [> -




4 superbly crafted War album that has

deservedly propelled them to
megastar status.

Thus it was that U2 returned to
Dublin as genuine hometown
conquering heroes, heading a feast
of some of the best sounds around.
For, as well as U2, the bill comprised
Simple Minds, the Eurythmics, Big
Country, Steel Pulse and Perfect
Crime.

With the sun beaming down from
an azure sky Perfect Crime, from
Belfast, got proceedings underway
with a raw blast of energetic rock.
Steel Pulse, a Birmingham based
reggae act, followed with a warm
relaxed set and then a band we're
going to hear a lot more of, Big
Country. This Scottish four piece
seem to have it all — rhythm, spirit,
strength and space. The distinctive
Celtic sounds in the guitar rhythms
and the clear uplifting voice of lead
singer Stuart Adamson (ex-Skids)
was warmly appreciated by the large
crowd.

An interesting contrast followed.
The synthesizer/vocal based
Eurythmics have been very
successful on record this year, but
don't seem to have had much
experience in handling a large and
lively audience. The Eurythmics’ live
act leans towards performance
art/high tech. chic cabaret with
Annie Lennox resplendent in
immaculate white suit, pillar box red
gloves and blazing carrot red hair.
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Visually, very striking, but sound
wise ...sad to relate it was positive!
messy and out of control for their
opening numbers, with Annie's voic
barely audible. One boisterous
section of the crowd seemed to
sense her nervousness behind the
cool slick exterior and started firinc
objects towards the stage,
whereupon Annie broke down,
stopped mid-song and threw an
almighty tantrum filled with
expletives. This was followed by ar
almost-corny-but-it-seemed-since
speech on peace and love and a plei
for the audience to ‘take her into
their hearts'. Which they did, at firs
more out of sympathy for a
frightened little girl, but eventually
sincerely and genuinely for her
performance and music which
settled down and improved once the
nerves had gone.

The next big treat was the strong
musical and stage presence of
Simple Minds, with lead singer Jim
Kerr hypnotising his audience into
swaying rhythms and dreams of
‘Glittering Prizes’ and capturing the
sunny atmosphere of the day
exquisitely with Some One
Somewhere in Summertime. It
seemed as if the very gentle Irish
summer breeze itself breathed a
positive harmony and warmth
between musicians and audience
was magic to share in.

The mood was by now perfect for
U2's entrance to really fire the day



T O R s s e e L e

into a huge celebration of Rock. Spirits soared with Gloria
Ripping open with Out Of Control, resounding to a choir of 20,000. The
Bono's exuberance rocketed the hectic pace and control of U2's
crowd’s already euphoric mood into

music was marvellously punched out
one of uniform abandon. Musically, by drummer Larry Mullen, and New
emotionally and physically, U2 Year's Day echoed effortlessly and
seemed to give their all, extending powerful with wonderful upwards
\ themselves almost absolutely to their

thrusting bass from Adam and rich
audience with refreshing openness full clear piano played by Edge
and warmth, creating a loop of dizzy

(guitar wizardry is not this boy's only
energy. talent!). Bono then announced that it
Using every inch of stage space was Edge’s birthday and the crowd
N provided, Bono was really in his

duly gave a hilarious rendition of the
element. During Two Hearts Beat As  old familiar Happy Birthday To You
One, he was joined by a fan whom he U2 chorus. Champagne appeared
insisted help him out on vocals. and was splurged all over Edge at
Somebody in the audience had a first, then Bono, Larry and Adam
large tri-colour flag which he noticed  then naturally, all over the
and asked “Hey, would you like to effervescent crowd. Bono later
pass that flag up here?” He took it for

brought his Dad out on stage and
Sunday Bloody Sunday, and the embarrassed him for all time by
crowd joined him word for word with  getting him to do a jig. The
the one massive voice, followed by

celebration song for Edge’s birthday
the haunting chorus of How Long

was a new number never performed
Must We Sing This Song. The before called Party Girl. Edge took
flowing strength of voices coming up a semi-acoustic guitar, and away
from stage and audience was the song went into a wild party.
awesome, almost tangible. |

Annie Lennox of Eurythmics crept
personally will never forget the depth  out and joined Bono in the vocals
of emotional expression which Bono  with unexpected and delightful
putinto the song I Fall Down, which results.
he dedicated to Jimmy Reilly, a Finally and fittingly, U2 summed
friend of U2 and brother of Tony up the whole day with one of their
Reilly of Stiff Little Fingers, who was  best loved songs, Celebration. At
shot dead in Belfast only a few days

this stage it seems as though they
before. “This is a song about trying will be venturing down under early
and maybe falling, but at least trying,  next year, so you too will have the
It's for a friend of mine, Jimmy
Reilly.”

chance to experience the delights of
U2. Don't miss them! @

By Eilis Ni Thuathail

All U2 photos — Colin Henry.



Twenty-One Years of

David BOW|e

The biggest musical event of the decade so far. That's
how the David Bowie Serious Moonlight Australian tour is
being described, and few could doubt the description’s

accuracy.

I's not just that Bowie rarely performs live these days (his
last world tour was in 1978). Nor that he’s been making
striking albums for over a decade, or that he’s in the
process of adding a serious acting career to his music one.

No, more than all of this, it's the fact that David Bowie's
influence on today’s music is seemingly all-pervasive.
Let's then take a look back at the career of the man who,
more than anyone else today, has changed the face of

rock music.

1962

The 15-year-old David Jones
joins his first band, George
and the Dragons. With David
on sax they play two shows at
the Bromley Technical High
School Christmas pageant
(Bromley is a south-eastern
suburb of London). Also on
the bill is one of Peter
Frampton’s early bands, The
Little Ravens.

1963

David leaves Bromley Tech,
gets a job as a commercial
artist and with friends forms a
group called the King Bees.

1964
His first single, with the King
Bees is recorded in June, for
the Vocation label. Liza
Jane/Louie Louie Go Home
was a flop as was the follow
up, You're Holding Me Down,
on which David sings for the
first time.

“I knew from the

that | was'golng t
important” (1983)

1965

David jeins the Mannish Boys,
who after one single, Take My
Tip (written by David),
disband. He then forms the
Lower Third, a ‘progressive
blues band’ andthey record

NOVEMBER 1983

one single Baby Loves That
Way.
1966

After hearing about Davy
Jones of The Monkees, David
changes his name to Bowie,
after the Bowie knife. Another
single with The Lower Third,
Can’t Help Thinking About
Me, flops, so Bowie sacks
the band and goes solo under
the managing hand of Ken
Pitt. Three solo singles are
released before the yearis
out, Do Anything You Say, |
Dig Everything and Rubber
Band/The London Boys. All
flop.

1967

Now signed to Deram
Records, Bowie releases two
singles, The Laughing Gnome
and Love You Till Tuesday
and his debut album, also
called Love You Till Tuesday.
Deram however get behind
their other new signing, Cat
Stevens, and Bowie's career
Seems very precarious.

1968

Disillusioned'with the music
scene, Bowie meets mime
artist Lindsay Kemp. They
decide to work together,
Bowie providing music for
Kemp's shows and Kemp

teaching Bowie the art of
mime. Bowie forms a multi-
media group called Feathers
and after seeing 2001: A
Space Odyssey writes the
song Space Oddity.

“In the first three or four

Feathers split. Space Oddnly
is released eleven days before
man walks on the moon and
goes to number one on the
UK charts. Bowie organises a
Free Festival (his own
personal Woodstock) in
Beckenham and meets
Angela Barrett. His second
album, David Bowie, is
released.

1970

Bowie marries Angela. He is
introduced to guitarist Mick
Ronsoen by his producer/bass
player Tony Visconti and
forms a band called Hype.
Their debut gig, with the band
in costumes, is a taste of what
will become ‘glam rock’.

that mom‘o‘
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<1971

The Man Who Sold The
World is released with the
rare and famous cover of
Bowie in drag. David and
Angie become proud parents
with the birth of a son, Zowie.
Late in the year sees the
release of Hunky Dory.

ON ZIGGYSTARDUST

(1983)

1972
The year of Ziggy Stardust
and the Spiders from Mars.
Lindsay Kemp is enlisted to
help stage a show at London’s
Rainbow Theatre, and Bowie
plays America for the first
time where the New York
avante garde turn out in force.
Collaborates with lggy Pop,
Lou Reed and Mott The
Hoople.

“My role as a rock a
different than mos

J0ve on to
, another plece
of time."” { 9??}

out of date.
another ar

1973

Aladdin Sane released and
Bowie tours America, Japan,
takes the Trans-Siberian
railway across Russia, and
announces his ‘retirement’
from live performances at
London’s Hammersmith
Odeon on July 3rd. Pinups, an
album of his favourite songs
from the sixties, comes out in
October.

1974

Unable to get the rights to
George Orwell’s 1984, which
he wanted to make into a
musical, Bowie channels the
ideas into Diamond Dogs.
Live performances commence
again, Bowie dressed in white
suit and blue sweater, and a
live album, David Live, comes
out in October.
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1975

Sensing that black soul music
is about to break big again,
Bowie cuts the Young
Americans album in
Philadelphia and tours with a
band that includes guitarists
Earl Slick and Carlos Alomar.
Basing himself in Los Angeles
he makes The Man Who Fell
To Earth movie with director
Nicholas Roeg.

ON THE LOST YEARSIN
LOS ANGELES
“l was comp{gte!y
as a thinker" (1983)
1976

The release of Station to
Station sees the emergence of
anew Bowie character, The
Thin White Duke. A tour of
America is followed by his
first shows in the UK for three
years and a meeting with ex-
Roxy Music keyboardist Brian
Eno. Bowie convinces Eno to
go to Berlin with him.
BRIAN ENO ON BOWIE
“He’s a terrific: isponge and
despite fame“s
knows what's go
(1978)

1977

The result of their
collaboration, Low, is not a
commercial success. Bowie is
joined in Berlin by Iggy Pop
and Bowie produces Iggy’'s
comeback album, The Idiot,
and goes on tour as a member
of lggy’s backing band. On his
return to Berlin Bowie and
Eno put together the Heroes
album. g

“Of all my works, LO
probably my favougite,
{0 DIAMOND DOGS w
really took sopie
and finally got|
(1979) &

1978

Bowie sets out on a world tour
that finds him for the first time
not hiding behind a character.
The tour includes Australia,
for the first time. Just A
Gigolo is released to a critical
mauling. Bowie however is
singled out for praise. Stage, a

Iggy.”

double live album of the tour,
comes out in October.

1979

Lodger, the third
collaboration with Brian Eno,
is released. Bowie establishes
his base in Switzerland, but
travels almost constantly.

1980

The stunning video of Ashes
to Ashes, with the re-
emergence of Space Oddity’s
Major Tom, puts Bowie back
on the charts, and the album
Scary Monsters which follows
is his most successful for
some time.

1981

Bowie's stage performances
in The Elephant Man draw
high praise from the world's
leading drama critics.
Collaborates with Queen on
the single Under Pressure.

1982
Work on two films, The
Hunger and Merry Christmas
Mr Lawrence, the latter
directed by leading Japanese
director Nagasima Oshima,
takes up most of the year, but
work commences on Bowie's
firstalbum in nearly three
years, Let's Dance
“I think that NoM.

muele hosaied ol ol
1983

Let's Dance, produced by Nile
Rodgers of Chic, shoots to the
top of the charts around the
world. Bowie pops into
Australia to shoot two videos,
Let's Dance and the explicit
China Girl. World tour
commences in Europe with
lcehouse one of the support
bands, and then heads for the
States where Bowie plays the
huge US Festival (fora
reputed fee of $1.5m). The
world tour, including
Australia and Japan, is
predicted to gross nearly
$40m. @

COUNTDOWN — THE MAGAZINE



THE LITTLE HEROLS

3P

the little heroes appreciation society.
P.O. BOX 49 ST. KILDA. 3182. VICTORIA
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Real Name
Clare Patricia Grogan
Born:

March 17 1962, Glasgow
Scotland
Siblings:

Two sisters
School Nickname:
Grog
Self Description:
Smallish
Ambition:

To be tall and succesful at
something
Favourite Actors:

Gary Grant, Dirk Bogarde,
Richard Gere, John Gordon
Sinclair
Favourite Actresses:

Audrey Hepburn, Jane
Fonda, Natasja Kinski
Most Embarassing
Moments:

“Losing my skirt in front of
our first Belgium audience
and falling off and through
the stage all the time.”
Favourite Drink:

Tea, water, Coke, Cointreau
Favourite Food:
Everything!
Favourite Films:

Local Hero, Some Like It

Hot, Barefoot In The Park,

This month's personality
profile zeroes in on that
petite chameleon, leading
light of Altered Images; the
Betty Boop of pop ...

CLARE GROGAN

Breakfast At Tiffanys -
Favourite TV Programs:
Coronation Street, Sgt
Bilko,
Dallas
Favourite Part Of Own
Body:
Ears
Secret Desires:
To be taller and look like
Natasja Kinski
Most Frightening
Experience:
Higher exams at Langside
College
Favourite Bands:
Spandau Ballet, Wham!,
Siouxsie & The Banshees,
Blondie, Jacksons, B52's
Dislikes:
Insincerity, snobs
Likes:
Sunshine, boys, eating,
holidays, friends
Confession:

She takes singing lessons
Worst Habit:
Coughs alot

Hero:
Gerry McElhone (manager),
John Peel
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